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Romans – An Introduction 
 

AUTHOR:   
PAUL, the apostle (1:1) 
 
PLACE OF WRITING:   
CORINTH 
 
TIME:   
57-58 A.D.; on his 3rd journey (Ac 20:1-3), 
 
BACKGROUND OF THE CHURCH AT ROME:   
Little is known as to the start of the church in Rome.   
 

The first we read of Christians from Rome is possibly that of Aquila and Priscilla, who 
along with all Jews were expelled from Rome by Claudius and were found by Paul at 
Corinth during his second journey (Ac 18:1-2).  After travelling with Paul to Ephesus 
and working with the church there (Ac 18:18-19, 24-26; 1Co 16:19), we find them back 
at Rome and hosting a church in their house (16:3-5). 
 

From the greetings given by Paul in chapter sixteen, it appears that there were several 
churches in Rome meeting in various homes (16:5,14,15). The names of individuals 
would suggest that the Christians were primarily Gentiles, with a smaller number of 
Jews. 
 
PURPOSE OF WRITING:   
To prevent the spread of the false teachings of the “Judaizers,” Jewish Christians who 
were legalistic in their theology. 
 
THEME VERSE:  Romans 1:16-17 
 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 
for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  For in it the               
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 'The just shall live 
by faith.'” 

 



Romans 
 

INTRODUCTION (1:1-17) 
 

I.  JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (1:18-11:36) 
   A. SIN - THE "NEED" FOR SALVATION 
       1. For the Gentiles (1:18-2:16) 
      2. For the Jews (2:17-3:8) 
      3. The universal need for salvation (3:9-20) 
 

   B. THE "PROVISION" MADE FOR SALVATION 
      1. God's Righteousness Through Faith (3:21-31) 
      2. Abraham As An Example (4:1-25) 
 

   C. FREEDOM - THE "RESULT" OF SALVATION 
      1. Freedom From Wrath (5:1-21) 
      2. Freedom From Sin (6:1-23) 
      3. Freedom From The Law (7:1-25) 
      4. Freedom From Death (8:1-39) 
 

   D. JEW AND GENTILE - THE "SCOPE" OF SALVATION 
      1. God Chooses To Save Believers (9:1-33) 
      2. Israel Trusted In Their Own Righteousness (10:1-21) 
      3. All Can Have Salvation Through Faith (11:1-36) 
 

II.  THE TRANSFORMED LIFE (12:1-15:13) 
   A. In conduct (12:1-21) 
   B. In respect and submission to authority (13:1-7) 
   C. In relationships with others (13:8-14) 
   D. In the church (14:1-15:13) 
 

III.  CONCLUDING REMARKS and INSTRUCTIONS,  
 

IV.  BENEDICTION (15:14-16:27) 

Material Booklet References: 
Segments of the outline adapted from: 
http://executableoutlines.com/ro/ro_16.htm 
 
Several Prayer Excerpts from: 
Romans: Life Lessons by Max Lucado. 



I. INTRODUCTION & THEME (1-17) 
   A. PAUL (1-5)  
   B. THE ROMANS (6-15) 
   C. THE GOSPEL (16-17) 
II. THE GENTILES' NEED OF SALVATION (18-32) 
   A. WICKED MAN DISHONORING GOD (18-23) 
   B. HOLY GOD "GIVING UP" ON WICKED MAN (24-32) 
Notes: 

Word Study 
grace - "favor, lovingkindness;" i.e., God’s unmerited favor faith - "trust, conviction” expressed by obedience and love  power –  
Greek: dunamis as in "dynamite";"strength, ability" 

Prayer of Reflection 
Father, forgive us for being witnesses of your majesty and yet living as though you do not exist. Forgive us, Father, when we sometimes put  
our hope in the things of this earth than in the incredible promises of your heave. Have mercy on our hardened hearts. Transform us into  
your likeness.   

Right with God: Chapter 1 



I. THE GENTILES' NEED OF SALVATION (1-16) 
   A. Coming judgment (1-11) 
   B. No exceptions (12-16) 
 
II. THE JEWS' NEED OF SALVATION (17-29) 

 
Notes: 

Word Study 
judgment – 1) "discernment;" 2)"condemnation" depending on the context of wrath/anger 3) God’s just reaction to sin conscience - that faculty of thought 
which makes moral judgments (either excusing or condemning our actions); developed through training 

Prayer of Reflection 
Father, we have failed you. We have taken wrong paths and made wrong choices. We know your law, yet we choose to ignore it. We strive to     
impress others with our knowledge of you when our hearts are far from you. Forgive us, Father. Guide us into a truer, deeper relationship with 
you. 

Salvation and Judgment: Chapter 2 



I. THE JEWISH ADVANTAGE (1-8)  

II. THE SIN SICK SOCIETY (9-18)  

III. THE LAW OF MOSES (19-20)  

IV. THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST (21-26)  

V. THE PLAN OF SALVATION (27-31)  
 

Notes: 

Word Study 
redemption - a releasing, a payment for a ransom; justified - a legal term, indicating a verdict of 'not guilty'; sin - "a missing of the mark" (Ro 3:23)  

Prayer of Reflection 
Holy God and Father in heaven, we come to you, aware that we do not deserve to be in your presence. We thank you that you have provided a 
path of for us through the blood of your precious Son. Your saving grace is a priceless gift. Keep us amazed and mesmerized by what you have 
done for us.  

Faith vs Law: Chapter 3 



I. THE JUSTIFICATION OF ABRAHAM (1-12)  
 
II. THE JUSTIFICATION OF HUMANITY  (13-15)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
impute - to reckon, take into account or metaphorically, to put down to a person's account; righteousness - 1) God doing what is right; 2) God's way of making 
us right with Him, 3) declaring one to be "not guilty" 

Prayer of Reflection 
Father, you accepted Abraham’s faith, and you accept ours today. We do not deserve your forgiveness and mercy, yet you give it freely. Thank 
you for covering our guilt in the blood of your only son. Continue to strengthen our faith in you, for your glory.  

The Faith of Abraham: Chapter 4 



I. THE BLESSINGS OF JUSTIFICATION (1-11) 
   A. PEACE WITH GOD (1) 
   B. HOPE EVEN IN TRIBULATIONS (2-4) 
   C. GOD'S LOVE IN OUR HEARTS (5-8) 
   D. SALVATION FROM GOD'S WRATH (9-11) 
II. COMPARING CHRIST WITH ADAM (12-21) 
   A. ADAM AND CHRIST COMPARED (12-19) 
   C. RELATIONSHIP OF LAW, SIN AND GRACE (20-21)  
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
reconciliation - the act of bringing peace between two parties; transgression - violation of law; sin 

Prayer of Reflection 
Father, we know we can live new lives free from bondage of sin because of the death and resurrection of your Son. You have won the victory over 
sin and death. Father, we ask you to be the master of our lives. Protect us from the evil one and the temptations of this world. We invite the     
purifying power of your Holy Spirit to cleanse our lives. May we stay blameless until the day of your return.  

Victory Over Sin: Chapter 5 



I. WE ARE DEAD TO SIN, ALIVE IN CHRIST (1-14) 
 
II. WE SHOULD BE SLAVES TO GOD! (15-23)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
baptism - Greek "baptizo" meaning to "immerse”; sanctification - the process of "sanctifying" or "setting apart for a devoted purpose" 

Prayer of Reflection 
Lord, we want to come to you, but sometimes we are too ashamed of who we are and what we have done.  We’re afraid that we have done some-
thing unforgivable, afraid that you will reject us. But Father, your word teaches that you sacrificed your Son as the atonement for our sin. There 
is no sin too deep for your hand of forgiveness to reach. Thank you, Father, for the assurance that we are forgiven and accepted in your sight.  

Not Guilty: Chapter 6 



I.  Bound by Law vs Spirit (1-7) 
    
II. Wrestling with Sin (7-25) 
    A. THE LAW IS HOLY AND JUST AND GOOD (7-12) 
   B. THE LAW CANNOT SAVE ONE FROM SIN (13-25) 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
in the flesh - "to be in the flesh is to be under the flesh; and to be under it is to be controlled by its propensities, evil inclinations, and desires" ; law of my 
mind - inner desire; law of sin in my members - "The law which I see 'in my members' is the constant tendency which I notice in them to sin, whenever 
excited by sinful objects"  

Prayer of Reflection 
Father, Help us understand that your plan is based on love- not on our performance. Help us to be captivated by your love. To be overwhelmed 
by your grace. To come to you in that beautiful path that you’ve already carved out for us. 

The Struggle: Chapter 7 



I. IN CHRIST THERE IS FREEDOM FROM SIN (1-17) 
   A. FREEDOM FROM THE CONDEMNATION OF SIN (1-4) 
   B. FREEDOM FROM THE POWER OF SIN (5-17) 
II. BLESSINGS OF BEING CHILDREN OF GOD (18-39) 
   A. THE GLORY TO BE REVEALED IN US (18-25) 
   B. THE HELP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (26-27) 
   C. ALL THINGS WORKING TOGETHER FOR GOOD (28-30) 
   D. GOD'S LOVE (31-39) 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
predestined - predetermined; note carefully in v. 29 that it is based upon "foreknowledge" (cf. 1Pe 1:2), and that which is predetermined is WHAT those in 
Christ are to become, not WHO are to be in Christ ; elect - chosen; according to 1Pe 1:2, this election is based upon God's foreknowledge, not an arbitrary 
choice; intercedes - to make a petition on behalf of another; used of the Holy Spirit and of Christ. 

Prayer of Reflection 
O sovereign God, you are beyond our understanding. Your ways are perfect; your unlimited mercy astounds us. Thank you for calling us to 
yourself and claiming us for your own. Teach us to trust you more, to love you deeply, and to turn to you in humility every day.  

God’s Perfect Plan: Chapter 8 



I. PAUL'S CONCERN (1-5) 
   A. HIS GREAT CONCERN (1-3) 
   B. FOR ISRAEL, RECIPIENTS OF MANY BLESSINGS (4-5) 
II. THE TRUE CHILDREN OF GOD (6-29) 
   A. CHILDREN OF PROMISE (6-13) 
   B. ARE THE OBJECTS OF GOD'S MERCY (14-23) 
   C. ARE OF BOTH THE JEWS AND THE GENTILES (24-29) 
III. THE BASIS OF GOD'S CHOICE: FAITH (30-33) 
   A. FOR THE GENTILES (30) 
   B. FOR ISRAEL (31-33) 
Notes: 

Word Study 
harden - to make callous:  1) by providing occasion to repent or resist, and 2) by handing over to rebelliousness 
remnant - a small portion of the whole 

Prayer of Reflection 
O sovereign God, you are beyond our understanding. Your ways are perfect; your unlimited mercy astounds us. Thank you for calling us to 
yourself and claiming us for your own. Teach us to trust you more, to love you deeply, and to turn to you in humility every day.  

Called By God: Chapter 9 



I. God’s Righteousness (1-15) 
   A. RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW (1-5) 
   B. RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH IN CHRIST (5-15) 
 
I I. NEGLECT OF THE GOSPEL (16-21) 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
confess - lit., to speak the same thing, to agree, to declare openly and freely the deep conviction of facts 

Prayer of Reflection 
God of Peace, teach us what it means to be peacemakers. Help us to cultivate peace between others and you- in our churches, neighborhoods, 
offices, and schoolrooms. Help us start today, in whatever circumstances we find ourselves. Teach us to rely on you to defend us instead of 
constantly sticking up for ourselves. Teach us the art of building bridges and not walls. May we be slow to judge and quick to forgive. Don’t let us 
put off what we can do today.  

True Righteousness: Chapter 10 



I. GOD HAS NOT TOTALLY REJECTED ISRAEL (1-10) 
 

II. HARDENING OF ISRAEL (11-25) 
 

III. BLESSING OF ISRAEL (25-32) 
       

III. ALL GLORY TO GOD (33-36) 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
irrevocable – unable to be withdrawn, annulled, cancelled, or reversed; rescinded or repealed. Binding without limitation. 

Prayer of Reflection 
God, help us show your love to those around us. Open our eyes to people who are in desperate need of a loving touch, so that when people see 
us, they will feel your love for them.  

Israel’s Remnant and Redemption: Chapter 11 



I. LIVING SACRIFICES (1-2) 
 

II. ONE BODY (3-8) 
   A. WITH HUMILITY (3) 
   B. WITH APPRECIATION FOR DIVERSITY (4-5) 
   C. WITH ZEAL, NO MATTER WHAT OUR GIFTS (6-8) 
 

III. LOVE AS A LIFESTYLE (9-21) 
   A. AS CHRISTIANS (9-16) 
   B. RESPONDING TO EVIL (17-21) 
 

Notes: 

Word Study 
conform - to fashion or shape one thing like another, unstable, changeable, according to the standard of another 
transform - undergo a complete change, totally new and different than the original in shape, character, and likeness 

Prayer of Reflection 
Lord, protect your church. Keep us from making our personal rights more important than the unity of your church. Keep us focused on the 
important things, the things that will build your kingdom. Give us the strength to love and accept one another. Bind us together through your 
Holy Spirit. 

A Life of Love: Chapter 12 



I. CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITIES (1-7) 
   A. SUBMIT (1-5) 
   B. WITHOUT DEBT (6-7) 
 

II. LOVE OVER LAW (8-14) 
   A. THE VALUE OF LOVE (8-10) 
   B. CONCERNING MORAL PURITY (11-14) 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 

Word Study 
Debt- something owed, an obligation, something due, bond 

Prayer of Reflection 
Lord, help us to live bound by love alone. A heart guided by love requires no law.  Give us the strength to submit and walk in humility to those  
in authority over us. We trust that You, alone, are the ultimate authority in our lives. With that  confidence, we know your Kingdom will reign.   

True Freedom: Chapter 13 



I. STRONG AND WEAK (1-13) 
   A. HOW TO TREAT EACH OTHER (1-4) 
   B. TRUE TO THE LORD IN THESE MATTERS (5-9) 
   C. DO NOT JUDGE ONE ANOTHER (10-13) 
 

II. LEADERSHIP (14-23) 
   A. DO NOT DESTROY THE WEAK (14-18) 
   B. PURSUE THINGS WHICH MAKE FOR PEACE (19-23) 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 

Word Study 
offended - made to stumble; not as commonly used today, that is, to have one's feelings hurt  

Prayer of Reflection 
Lord, forgive us for the divisions in the church over our legalism and self-righteous tendency to judge one another. Help us, Lord, to have your 
heart. May our hearts grieve with the things that grieve yours and may we rejoice as you rejoice.  Put aside our agendas, may your will be 
done.   

Edification: Chapter 14 



I. A SPIRIT CONTROLLED LIFE (1-13) 
   A. BUILD ONE ANOTHER UP (1-6) 
   B. RECEIVE ONE ANOTHER (7-12) 
   C. FILLED WITH JOY, PEACE, HOPE (13) 
 
II. PAUL'S PLANS AND PRAYERS FOR UNITY (14-33) 
 
 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
edification – lit.  “to build up” 

Prayer of Reflection 
Father, forgive us for selfishly enjoying the gift of your salvation, without sharing it with others; forgive us for the times we have kept our 
mouths shut, burying the truth of your word, for fear of ridicule or rejection. Fill us with courage, Father. Use us as instruments of your 
mercy and grace extended to a worldly bound by sin.  

One in Spirit: Chapter 15 



I. FELLOW SERVANTS (1-24) 
   A. COMMENDATION OF PHOEBE (1-2) 
   B. MISCELLANEOUS GREETINGS FROM PAUL (3-16) 
   C. A FINAL WARNING (17-20) 
   D. GREETINGS FROM PAUL'S COMPANIONS (21-24) 
 
II. PAUL'S BENEDICTION (25-27) 
 
 
Notes: 

Word Study 
deacon – Greek: diakonos a standard ancient Greek word meaning "servant," "minister," or "messenger."  

Prayer of Reflection 
Lord, help us to all serve as outstanding ministers of this Gospel of grace.  Guard us and keep us alert against the deceptions of the evil one 
and against our own divisions in the Church.  May our fellowship be authentic, and may our service be selfless – so that in our unity and labor 
your glory may be revealed among this present generation.   

Fellowship and Service: Chapter 16 



New Life Covenant Ministries Church Office: 2704 W. North Ave., Chicago, IL  60647  
Phone: 773-384-7113 Fax: 773-384-7164  email: info@mynewlife.org website: www.mynewlife.org www.mynewlife.org 

Announcements: 
 On January 8th we will be starting our corporate fast until January 28th. We will be doing the Daniel Fast for 21 days. If you are 

doing the fast with us, please sign up at the Get Connected Table and pick up your fasting booklet. You can also download a copy of 
the booklet as well as the Kids Fasting Schedule from the website at www.mynewlife.org.  

 

 Wednesday Night Kidz Bible Study and Junior Bible Quiz resumes Wednesday January 4, 2012.  
 

 Kidz Church resumes Sunday January 8, 2012 with the Happy Hearts Clown Ministry at 11am and 12:45 pm at the CC building 2704 W. 
North Ave 2nd floor.  

 

 Nursery, Toddlers, Preschool and Kindergarten ministries resume Sunday, January 8, 2012 on the 2nd floor of Clemente High 
School at 9:30, 11am and 12:45 pm services. 

 

 Mpact resumes Friday January 13, 2012. 
 

 If you are interested in becoming a member, Membership Classes begin on Wednesday, February 1st. Please contact Iris at the 
church office 773-384-7113 to register, or send an e-mail to iris@mynewlife.org. 

 

 If you are interested in being baptized, Baptism Class will be held on  Saturday, February 4th, 10am at the Mother Church. Please 
contact Iris at 773-384-7113 or send an email to iris@mynewlife.org to register. Baptism Service will be Saturday, February 18th at      
4 pm. 

Happy New Year!   

As we enter a brand new year, we look forward to all that God has in store for ourselves, our families and our 
church.  In 2012, we prepare to face new opportunities in our journey to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the 
world near and far.  

As so many of you resolve to become physically fit in 2012, I ask that you remember that just as exercising our         
muscles builds strength, exercising our giving in 2011 has built our faith and trust in God’s provision.  With our giving 
of 15% we have been able to make a significant dent in the land debt while continuing in our commitment to care for 
“the widows and the orphans.” I encourage each of you to continue in our goal to pay off the land this year.  We              
anticipate the building of a church that will welcome many to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.  I 
also invite those of you who have not participated to join us as we look forward to realizing the New Life Covenant 
home on the corner of Division & Homan.  

You have heard me make reference to our Daniel fast scheduled to begin on January 8th and continue for 21 days.  I 
anticipate at least ¾ of the church will participate in the fast this year.  Moving into our new sermon series, Make Me 
Like… will give us a closer look at the lives of Daniel, David, Joshua and Jesus.  In preparation for our Wednesday Bible 
studies please read the book of Romans from beginning to end.  We will be examining the book one chapter each 
week.     

As we continue in our vision, SPEAK, 2020…remember to have Staying Power.   

Your pastor and friend, 

Rev. Wilfredo & Elizabeth De Jesús 


